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LIVE OB PRODUCTION

IS ALIVE AND
KICKING
Philip Stevens finds out how the hire market is faring

“L

ive production has always been a relatively
expensive proposition depending on
the size and location of the event being
covered,” says Simon Atkinson, CTO, Presteigne
Broadcast Hire. “Because of that, a great many niche
events - well, niche only to those who aren’t interested, but
all-consuming to those who are - get ignored or relegated
to “nice-to-have” status.”
However, Atkinson believes as the hungry maw of
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OB content consumption looks to be almost entirely
insatiable, there is not only room for more and more
production, there’s a requirement for it. And it doesn’t
even need to be content for ‘broadcast’ in the traditional
sense. Compelling content can be originated and
streamed straight to the website without needing a multithousand-pound budget to do it.
“Fortunately, there are also now lower-cost mobile
production technology alternatives that can expand
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interest in, and in many cases popularise what in recent
years had been events or activities considered interesting
but too expensive to assign personnel, and an OB truck,
to cover.”
He continues: “The advent of portable production
units has gained a great deal of attention in the last
couple of years as new units, including Presteigne’s own
self-designed PPU system, Simply Live’s ViBOX and Ross’
Graphite system, which we hire out, have proven to be
reliable, flexible and relatively inexpensive.”
These production systems in a box provide basic
functions like comprehensive replay all the way to a
full programme mix. “It’s highly cost-effective because
everything needed exists in a single, highly portable unit,
which greatly reduces shipping costs and greatly reduces
rigging time because, well, there’s far less to rig.
“As I’ve already said, a big part of what makes PPUs so
useful is that they make it so much easier to cover niche
events. However, that’s not to say that they’re unsuitable
for large events. They have already been used highly
successfully at, for example, major tennis tournaments in
the UK and abroad. PPUs will never replace OB trucks,
but it saves the cost of sending a truck to the Greater
Shropshire WI Jam-Off.”
Instead of acting as a replacement, Atkinson maintains
that portable units add value. “Big broadcast trucks will
still be needed to cover Centre Court, but when you get
to Court 18 for the under-16s, a portable unit with a
single operator and three or four cameras will do the job
very well. You can cover every court at a major complex
for less than it would have cost to cover four or five courts
in recent years.”
What it all boils down to is that everyone is trying
to get as much bang from as few boxes as possible.
Shipping kit not only has financial implications, but
environmental ones too, so more functionality and faster
rigging in a single box saves considerable time, money
and hydrocarbons.
Atkinson concludes: “Deploying an OB today costs
virtually the same as it did 10 years ago. What has
become expensive - and it pains me to say this - is the
people, which will surprise no one, but now they can be
reassigned to add value elsewhere.” ■

“PPUs will never replace OB trucks, but it saves the cost of
sending a truck to the Greater Shropshire WI Jam-Off.”
SIMON ATKINSON
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